
What's the Wave?
On Saturday 5  December 2009, ahead of the crucial UN 
climate summit in Copenhagen, thousands  of people from 
across  Scotland, from all walks  of life, will flow through the 
streets of Glasgow to demonstrate their support for a safe 
climate future for all. The Wave is organised by Stop Climate 
Chaos Scotland.   http://www.the-wave.org.uk/scotland/
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LinlithgowÕs local food celebration is a great success

A huge thank you
to everyone who attended our 
Harvest Feast, to those that 
volunteered and to everyone who 
helped with the co-ordination of the 
whole event.   CHEERS.....

Back in March 2009 when we 
started the planning for this event, 
no-one in the LinlithGROW Food and 

Gardening team thought it would 
have been such a success.

Months of planning, preparation and 
meetings went on to create an event 
to celebrate our local food. From 
reviewing the site for Health and 
Safety to deciding how to sell tickets 
and where to find the food ! 
Everything was a ‘Challenge’, but we 
were up for it.

Very quickly, the support of Slow 
Food Linlithgow and various 
gardeners gave us the confidence to 
think that it might just work, and on 
the day, our expectations were 
exceeded. The sun came out, 199 
tickets were sold, food was served, 
music and games provided 
entertainment and the animals did 
their bit to entertain us all.

Thanks to all who participated and 
we hope the Feast inspires you to 

grow your own or at least to BUY 
LOCAL, SEASONAL and ORGANIC 
produce in future. Photos and more 
details at:

www.linlithgrow.org.uk

Celebrating local food together.
Harvest Feast is a sell-out and enjoyed by all.

www.linlithgowclimatechallenge.org.uk

A new quarterly newsletter 
from Linlithgow Climate 
Challenge.

Raising awareness of 
Climate Change and 
supporting local projects 
that have a positive benefit 
to our community and to the 
wider environment.

Funded by :
Climate Challenge Fund

http://www.linlithgrow.org.uk
http://www.linlithgrow.org.uk


Each year, the average 
home in Scotland throws 
out food wasting £430. 
ThatÕs £2 million we are 
spending in Linlithgow and 
just throwing in the bin !

Sign up to our 4 week Kitchen 
Canny project and see what 
you can do to reduce your 
waste. Even if you think you 
are waste free, weÕd like you 
to prove it to us.....

Week 1
Measure your waste for 4 days.

Week 2
Look at leftovers and make meals 
from what you have already.

Week 3
Focus on measuring, portion 
control, shopping lists etc.

Week 4
Measure your waste again. See 
the difference.

At the End
Return the card to our friends in 
Changeworks and they will 
record your results and send you 
a small gift.

** THE BIG PRIZE **

One lucky participant will win a 
FREE cookery lesson in their 
home provided by Catriona from 
HYNDBERRY.
(Prize for 2 adults or one family)

Waste Numbers
826 Tonnes of compostable materials
919 Tonnes of recyclable (Blue Bin)
2,172 Tonnes of Landfill Waste

Over 60% of items delivered to the 
Community Recycling Centre is 
recycled

(Above are approx - due to routes)

Some Recent Activities
Over the summer weÕve been busy 

on a number of different projects for 
Food/Waste/Transport/Energy & 
Renewables

WeÕve helped to clear an 
overgrown orchard with the help of 
members from Linlithgow And District 
Allotments Society (LADAS) and in 
return managed to salvage a lot of 
apples and some brambles for the 
Harvest Feast.

WeÕve also attended conferences 
for Community Energy Scotland (Grants 
for Renewable Energy), and the 
Climate Challenge Fund Gathering. 
Both conferences were excellent. We 
learned a great deal about other 
communities and what they are working 
on.

A little further back in time, you 
may also remember our participation in 

the Linlithgow Marches in partnership 
with members from Oxfam and 
Fairtrade groups.

Before that we attended and spoke 
at a Climate Conference in Comrie. 
( Perhaps Linlithgow could host a 
climate conference in the future ? The 
economic benefit for the town would be 
very welcome for local businesses. Let 
us know if you are interested in that 
idea...)

On Energy saving, 5 of our 
members are now trained to City & 
Guilds Energy Awareness 6176 
standard, and are ready to offer home 
owners some advice.

Our co-ordinator has been out to 
visit Torpichen Kirk Hall to see what 
improvements could be made there and 
weÕve also completed a review of 
energy consumption at Low Port 
Primary School.

Something for Nothing
We are promoting a service called 

FREECYCLE. This is an internet based 
service where people can exchange 
goods for free. Yes FREE !!!
Everything 
from TVÕs, to 
greenhouses, 
from baby 
chairs to 
clothes, 
shoes, slabs, 
etc. This is a 
local service for the people around 
Linlithgow so thereÕs no need to travel 
far to collect the items. Over 295 
people have signed up and weÕd like to 
see 500 by December.

On Renewables, weÕve had 
consultants give us advice on what 
might be possible in the town from 
Solar Thermal panels to Hydro schemes 
and a lot of other ideas. Many of which 
will be presented to the community for 
debate and discussion in 2010.

On Transport we supported a Bike 
Event in the summer and are working 
with the local cycle action group to find 
funding for some improvements that 
could be done to promote safer 
cycling.

Orchard Clearance work



Oct Nov Dec

5 General Meeting
Low Port Centre (7:30 pm)

9 General Meeting
Low Port Centre (7:30 pm)

5 The WAVE - Glasgow

19 - 25
Energy Saving Week

29  Farmers Market 7 General Meeting
Low Port Centre (7:30 pm)

24  Energy Saving Trust and 

Linlithgow Climate Challenge 
at the Farmers Market

Possible Film Nights & Talks in 

advance of the UN Climate Talks 
(to be booked/confirmed)

7 - 18
UN Climate Change 
Conference

Join Us :
Why not come along to one 
of our meetings or events 

and participate in our 
community projects.

If you would like to take out 
Membership it only costs £1

Phone : 01506 670433

CO2 Emissions Trends
Ban Ki-moon writes in the latest UNEP scientific 

compendium :

Òclimate change is accelerating at a much 
faster pace than was previously thought by 
scientists. New scientific evidence suggests 

important tipping points, leading to irreversible 
changes in major Earth systems and 
ecosystems, may already have been reached 
or even overtaken.Ó

CO2 emissions from fossil-fuel burning and 
industrial processes (black dotted line on Fig 1.4 right) 

have been accelerating at a global scale, with their 
growth rate increasing from 1.1 per cent per year for 
1990-1999 to 3.5 per cent per year for 2000-2007. 

The emissions growth rate since 2000 was greater 
than for the most fuel intensive of the IPCC emissions 
scenarios developed in the late 1990Õs.

Latest CO2 Figures
August data from NOAA 

who measure the atmospheric 
CO2 have it now at 385.92 

parts per million. This should 
be 350 and some say lower !

Brown 

Bins
Wondering 
when the next 

Brown Bin collection is ?
DonÕt worry - West Lothian 
Council are working on new 

calendars for 2010.

LATEST SCIENCE  UPDATE



Contact Us:

www.linlithgowclimatechallenge.org.uk
This is our main website which contains a diary of events, 
some short videos, links, feeds from current news items, and 
lots more.

www.linlithgrow.org.uk
Food and Gardening Focus website with advice on how to 
grow or buy local produce. ThereÕs recipes, links to a 
newsletter, details of future events, info for poultry keepers, 
etc.

Follow us on twitter :  linlithgowcc

Chair : Peter Roberts
Treasurer : William Ross
Secretary : Kerstin Bonau
Project Co-ordinator : Alan Brown

01506 670433

enquiry@linlithgowclimatechallenge.org.uk

Sub-Groups & their plans

Food & Gardening
Our Food and Gardening group will be taking a well 

deserved rest after the Harvest Feast. Their LinlithGROW 
newsletter will no doubt have a food storage and winter 
prep advice theme, and they will be attending a Local 
Food Summit in Dunbar with other eco community groups 
to plan the best course of action for Linlithgow.

If thereÕs any energy left, we will look to promote 
local fruit and nut trees in time for Tree Planting week in 
Nov.

Waste & Recycling
Focusing on the Kitchen Canny campaign (see page 

2), and aiming to get 200 people to sign up.
They will also look at promoting freecycle.org some 

more, and get 500 members by Christmas. If time permits 
will also look at techniques to reduce the amount of un-
addressed (junk) mail being delivered.

Energy Saving
As the nights get colder and the boilers start getting 

switched on, the Energy Saving group will be auditing 70 
homes as part of Phase 2 of their home improvement 
campaign. If you would like a free energy assessment, 
please get in touch. Get your feet measured too !. Ok - 
your carbon footprint. See how you compare to others.

Sustainable Transport
Our Transport team will be reviewing available bus 

information, local maps and key websites to see how well 
they promote public transport. They will also be working 
with schools to measure and improve the number of 
children who walk or cycle to school.

Working with the local Cycle Action Group they will 
see if together we can put in a bid for funding to increase 
cycling in and around the town.

Renewable Energy
Renewable group have been very busy looking at 

community buildings and applying for British Gas ÔGreen 
StreetsÕ funding of around £100k. Fingers crossed !

They expect to run a showcase for renewable energy 
technology in the new year. More on that later.

Linlithgow Aspires     (Starter Meetings 2nd & 9th October )
Interested in shaping the future of Linlithgow ?  Want to be involved ? If you would 
like to know more, see www.linlithgowaspires.co.uk   A fantastic opportunity to make 
Linlithgow more sustainable and resilient.  Join in and have your say.

Recommended Links

Fife Diet

www.fifediet.co.uk

Tired of GDP numbers driving our 
politicians & governmental policy. Try:

     www.happyplanetindex.org
Find out your own ÔHappy Index ratingÕ

     survey.happyplanetindex.org

http://www.happyplanetindex.org
http://www.happyplanetindex.org
http://www.happyplanetindex.org
http://www.happyplanetindex.org
http://www.happyplanetindex.org
http://www.happyplanetindex.org

